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“Pop-Tart Protection”

| recently was privileged to view an
object lesson on one of the Holy SpiritQroles in
our lives. It was something that shocked me,
and | don@ think | will ever forget it. | asked
Nathan, and he said it was okay to share this
story.

Nathan and | were at his house, doing a
Bible study. He has a dog named Pop Tart,
She

livingly referred to as Poppie. is a
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chihuahua. Now, the illustration breaks down a little here, because Pop Tart is as small as
any other chihuahua. She is as cute as can be, but not a dog that would strike terror in
your heart. She does have quite the bark, but there is no bite at all.

So here Nathan and | were, sitting on the couch, studying the book of Hebrews.
Pop Tart has an amazing habit of finding a blanket, and crawling under it so she is
completely covered by the blanket. Thus, Nathan and | are talking while she is in the
room, but not visible at all.

All of the sudden, out of nowhere, she begins growling. If | hadn@known she was
there, | would have thought there was some kind of sound effect playing, She couldn@be
seen, but her growl was real. | didn@think anything of it, except for how weird that she
just started growling out of nowhere while under that blanket.

And yet, Nathan hopped up and went to the door. An Amazon driver had put a
package on the porch, obviously coming close to the house. Somehow, even under the
blanket, Pop Tart was alerted to the possible danger and wanted to let us know about it.
She wanted to protect us, even when | wasn@aware there was any Gintruder.€

This is a perfect picture of the SpiritQ role in our lives. It is the Spirit that lives
within us that protects us from the evil one. Though there are several passages to bring

out, looking just at Il Thessalonians 3:3 sums it up: 0But the Lord is faithful, and He will
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(Contnued from page 1)

strengthen you and protect you from the evil one.€ In the Lord@Q prayer, when we pray that God would ddeliver
us from evil,€ a more proper translation would be ¢deliver us from the evil one.€ Satan is always out 6to steal,
kill, and destroy,€ and it is only as we walk in the Holy Spirit that we are underneath this protection.

Sometimes Nathan and | are in his room upstairs. If we had been up there, and Pop Tart downstairs
under that blanket, she could have growled all day long and we would not have heard it. It was only because we
were by her that we heard the warning.

In John 14-16, Jesus talks about the SpiritQ presence in our lives, telling us He will lead us into all truth.
The concept of leading obviously means we have to be following Him. We have to be near His voice so we can
hear Him as He calls out to us, warning us of impending danger. How close are you walking? If God is just a part
of your life, you can@hear Him when He dleads you beside quiet waters.€ If you keep ignoring the Spirit@ leading
you, playing around with things you shouldn@ be, you will end up like Paul warned in | Timothy. He talks of
oholding on to the faith with a clear conscience, which some have rejected and so have suffered shipwreck with
regard to their faith.€ These are people who once knew God, but they rejected the Spirit@ voice so much, they
wandered away from His guidance, so that now the waves of the evil one are tearing their ship apart. Are you
holding on to a clear conscience, or have you begun to drift and the waves are tearing your

ship apart? Deeper in Him,
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Ladies In Fellowship Together

O]-H [R S Six ladies met for LIFT on Saturday, April

_ 11 to study Deborah and Jael. It was a

great discussion. If you don't know

these ladies read about them in
Judges. We will meet again on Saturday,
May 9 to work on a Mother's Day

project.
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The Last Supper Play
Maundy Thursday, April 2, 2026

Jersey Shore Care & Share

For the month of May we are collecting small

Tuesday, May 12th jars of jelly (any flavor). There is a box in the
lobby to place your donations. Any
@ 6:00 PM guestions, please see Wanda Derr.

If you would like to meet with
the Elders, please contact the
church office.




Lycoming Christian Church

20 Chapel Hill Road

Linden, PA 17744

(570) 3229940
www.lycomingchristianchurch.org

Return Service Re¢

Lycoming Christian Churc

We are a church which positions broken p
them to Christ, establishing deep connect
di sci ples who go deeper i n their own w;

I Each Sunday at 9:45 AM! I

The 1st and 3rd Saturday each
month at 7:00 AM!

The last Sunday of each
month at 6:00 PM!
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Well, the sun is shining, the days are warmer, the trees are growing leaves, the kids are playing

outside, and the flowers are bloomingSpring has definitely arrived. For so many people, this

time of year brings them happiness and maybe some reliefFhey made it through winter! For
others, spring is overwhelmingTher e i s so much to do, and
all done. Add the fact that cost of everything is on the rise, and you quickly realize that a gr
deal of people need help. .

It is easy for us to gaedd witdpiptmendment,gook around, ta

o

inventory of the people you know, live near, work with, have seen in church, or are regulars |at the

places you go.How well do you really know them2s God talking to you about any of them?D

they need someone8omeone to talk to, to spend time with them, to help with a repair, to take

them for errands, ask them over for supper, to help with a projézt@od whispering in your e

and telling you that person is you? In Matthew, Jesus tells us that when we help others, we are do-
ing it for Him. Take some time and plant the seed, the seedof J®Bust dond6t st op

feedit,and helpitgrowAf t er all, thatds what we are d

Wanda Derr
Outreach Ministry

Wh a t a Cel ebration!
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Th€el ebraticomcefrt Jopnat was held on April 19
fell owshi p, and praise! When the audienc|le ¢
t heir bl ended voices echoed what mu s t be | |
Grover Church of Chri st choir, Pi ne Creek| Va
outstanding. The entire program brought ¢l o
God! There were 128 from our brotherhood| ch
I f there were hundreds in the room! Therp w
churches greeted each other and ate togetihher
thanked us for planning and hosting the cg¢gnc
OQur speci al gratitude to all who prepared|fo
and desserts were delicious. ThankG&® yMunit t rt)
served the food and the LCC Worship Minis|try
concert and reception. Paul 20B¢ r datld eld he

Spispeaking to one another with Bgalgmsa,ndh pmark
from your heart to t hteo LGaoad ,t had whRatsh gri vfi mfg ¢
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